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Mission
Crossref is a not-for-profit membership organization that exists to 
make scholarly communications better. We make research objects 
easy to find, cite, link, assess, and reuse. 

Vision
We envision a rich and reusable open network of relationships 
connecting research organizations, people, things, and 
actions; a scholarly record that the global community can build 
on forever, for the benefit of society.

Mission & vision



25,000 organisational members from 167 countries
– 51% of members are based in Asia
– 40% of members are universities or scholar-led
– 6% of members are based in GEM-eligible countries

140 Sponsoring orgs; 42 Ambassadors

183 million open metadata records with DOIs that are resolved

1.4 billion times per month (93% of all DOI usage)

2.1 billion queries of our metadata every month by hundreds of 
thousands of systems ingesting and reusing this open metadata

Scale of Crossref



Importance of metadata quality 



Research Nexus WHAT WE’RE 
AIMING FOR

●Bringing together the 
disparate pieces of the 
scholarly record

●Better view of relationships 
(beyond PIDs)

●Exposing internal stuff 
publicly

●Enabling multi-party 
assertions

●Evidence. Provenance. 
Persistence.

●60% of this is possible, the 
rest is aspirational



Metadata best practices: complete DOI records

https://www.crossref.org/members/prep

/



Crossref Grant Linking System



GLS IN ACTION 
(Funding<>Research outputs connecting!)

This eLife journal 
article...
This eLife journal 
article...

…this Crossref 
grant ID from 
Wellcome Trust

…includes (scroll down)…



GLS IN ACTION 
(See and use the open metadata)

This is the same eLife 
article’s metadata record 

This is the Open Funder 
Registry id for three 
funders

Each funder has an 
internal award id but this 
is a persistent one created 
by the funder



GLS IN ACTION 
(See and use the open metadata)

Further, in the same eLife 
article’s metadata record 

This relationship 
metadata. eLife is linking 
versions and reviews

And they are linking this 
article with actual grant 
through is-financed-by 
relationship. 



Funders perspectives 
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