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NAME MEMBER ORGANIZATION TERM (yrs) 

Fred Dylla American Institute of Physics Publishing 2017-2020 

Robert Harington American Mathematical Society 2017-2020 

Thane Kerner Silverchair 2017-2020 

Vincent Lizzi Taylor & Francis 2017-2020 

Alexandra Vance GeoScienceWorld 2017-2020 

Alicia Wise Elsevier 2017-2020 

 

SLATE FOR CHOR, Inc. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
BIOGRAPHIES 

 
FRED DYLLA 
H. Frederick Dylla served from 2007-2015 as the Executive Director and CEO of the American 
Institute of Physics (AIP), a not-for-profit organization for 10 scientific societies that publishes 
scientific journals and provides information-based products and services. In June 2015, Dylla 
was appointed Executive Director Emeritus of AIP and a senior policy advisor for AIP Publishing. 
Prior to 2007, Dylla was the Chief Technology Officer for the Thomas Jefferson National 
Accelerator Facility in Newport News, Virginia, and Adjunct Professor of Physics and Applied 
Science at the College of William and Mary, and a research scientist at Princeton University’s 
Plasma Physics Laboratory. He has been recognized as a Fellow of the AVS, APS, and AAAS. Dylla 
is active in promoting the importance of journals for the scientific enterprise and advocating for 
improved access through various business models. In 2009, Dylla helped organize the Scholarly 
Publishing Roundtable under the aegis of the US House Science and Technology Committee. The 
Roundtable developed recommendations for public access policies for scholarly data and 
publications. In 2013, Dylla helped found CHORUS, a non-profit chartered to provide public 
access capabilities, and currently serves on the CHORUS board. 
 
ROBERT HARINGTON 
Robert Harington is Associate Executive Director, Publishing at the American Mathematical 
Society (AMS).  Robert has the overall responsibility for publishing at the AMS, including books, 
journals and electronic products. Robert is a "Chef" for The Scholarly Kitchen Blog. Robert also 
serves on the MathJax Steering Committee. Robert actively leads strategic growth and 
development of publishing at the AMS in addition to managing the publishing staff across all 
publishing, marketing, sales and production functions. Robert came to the AMS from the 
American Institute of Physics, where he served as Publisher. Robert has worked in non-profit 
and commercial settings, internationally, with particular experience across the United States, 
Europe, and Asia (focus on China and Japan).  Robert holds a doctorate in biochemistry from the 
University of Oxford, and a first-class honours degree in chemistry from the University of 
London. 
 
THANE KERNER 
Thane Kerner is Chief Executive Officer of Silverchair Holdings, a pioneer in distributed digital 
knowledge technologies for education, reference, and professional workflow. The firm’s primary 



operating unit, Silverchair Information Systems, is a global leader in technology products and 
services that drive digital growth for scholarly and professional publishers. In 2012, SHI achieved 
the successful exit of Silverchair Learning Systems to Relias Learning, now a subsidiary of 
Bertelsmann SE & Co. Mr. Kerner serves on the Executive Council of the Professional and 
Scholarly Publishers Division (PSP) of the Association of American Publishers; the Board of 
Directors of CHOR, Inc., and the Board of Visitors of the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. Prior to founding Silverchair in 1993, he was publisher of Experimental Hematology, the 
official journal of the International Society for Experimental Hematology. 
 
VINCENT LIZZI 
Vincent Lizzi has worked for Taylor & Francis for over 14 years, and is Electronic Production 
Manager for journals. Vincent has helped to design systems for journal production and content 
distribution, and has contributed to content migration projects. He is excited by the opportunity 
to contribute to CHORUS and help develop practical and sustainable solutions for providing 
public access to content. 
 
ALEXANDRA VANCE 
Alexandra (Alix) Vance is CEO of GeoScienceWorld, a digital platform for peer-reviewed, 
scholarly and professional research in the Earth Sciences including 46 journals and more than 
one thousand eBooks. She has been President of Architrave Consulting, COO at The Center for 
Education Reform, Executive Director of Reference Publishing at CQ Press/SAGE, and Vice 
President of Business Development at Ebook Library. She serves on HighWire's Publishers 
Advisory Council. She is a past member of the ALPSP North American Steering Committee and 
the Editorial Board of Learned Publishing and has been a member of the Board of Directors of 
The Society for Scholarly Publishing and author for The Scholarly Kitchen. 
 
 
ALICIA WISE 
Alicia Wise joined Elsevier in 2010 as the Director of Access & Policy where she leads initiatives 
aimed to expand access to research that will advance science, technology and health. This 
includes securing the cross-stakeholder collaboration needed to address access gaps in the in 
the developing world (e.g. Research4Life) and for members of the public (e.g. Open Access 
publishing, CHORUS, and Access to Research). She works closely and effectively with global 
stakeholders in the scholarly communication landscape who share a passion for broadening 
access and solution-driven change. This includes funders, librarians, fellow publishers, and policy 
makers. Alicia has worked at the Jisc, leading innovation programs to stimulate the creative use 
of information technology in universities and colleges and national negotiations for access to 
research. Alicia has also served as the Chief Executive of the Publishers Licensing Society and 
Head of Digital Publishing at The Publishers Association (PA). Alicia holds a Ph.D. in 
Anthropology from the University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill, and worked both as an 
academic archaeologist and also in a pioneering digital archive for archaeological datasets. 
 


