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Basics About Retraction
• 1 in about 1000 articles is retracted
• Retraction occurs in all fields: 60% of retraction is in engineering.
• Reasons for retraction include unethical research, redundant publication, 

issues with data and/or results. 
• Retraction is part of the healthy science ecosystem. 

Honest error may lead to retraction! This is part of the process of 
doing robust science.

• Retraction time frames vary: may take days, months, years, or decades.
• Even when results are wrong, people may cite and use retracted work.

Jodi Schneider
jodi@illinois.edu



RISRS Project Recommendations
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NISO PLUS Project Idea

Schneider presented her results during the NISO Plus 
Conference in February 2021.

CREC was selected as one of the output ideas to be 
advanced from the Conference.

A meeting was held in May 2021 to develop a project 
proposal, which was approved in the fall of 2021. 
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642

May 2022:
Appointment of the 

Working Group

July 2022 to June 2023: 
Phase 1: Information 

Gathering

October -
December 2023: 
Public comment 

period

July 2022: 
Approval and 

publication of charge 
and initial work plan

July-September 2023:
Phase 2: Initial drafting 

of recommended 
practices document

June 2024:
Publication of the 

final NISO 
Recommended 

Practice



Published on
June 27, 2024
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Scope of Recommended Practice
Focuses on metadata transfer and display
Rationale and justification for retractions, EoCs, and 
removals are out of scope
Considers articles that are the VoR as well as other 
scholarly outputs
Guidance on implementation and operationalization
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Summary recommendations
Outlines best practices for retraction-related 
metadata distribution, receipt, display, and 
transfer
Includes a responsibility assignment (RACI) matrix
Utilizing existing metadata schema, defines 
Essential, Essential if Available, and 
Recommended metadata elements
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Summary recommendations (continued)

Retracted publications: 23 elements (8 essential, 14 
essential if available, 1 recommended)

Retraction notices: 20 elements (8 essential, 2 essential 
if available, 10 recommended)
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Essential Metadata Elements for the 
Retracted Publication (5.1)
Work Title  - Prepend “RETRACTED: ” in the title
Date of Publication
Publisher
Publication Source (and identifiers)
First Author’s Full Name
Indication of Corresponding Author
Link Between Retraction Notice/EoC and Original Publication
Article Type
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Summary recommendations (continued)

Implementation Guidance

For publishers and journals
For web vendors
For full-text hosts
For aggregators
For library services 
platforms (LSPs)

15

Complex Scenarios

epub ahead of print
Journals that have ceased 
publication
Journals that have been 
transferred
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What happens next for the CREC project

Publicity about the outputs.
Promotion, maintenance, and potential 
for further work. 
Integration work with systems providers and 
repositories - connecting the outputs

18



Thank you! 

Template courtesy of SlidesCarnival

For more information about CREC: 
https://www.niso.org/standards-committees/crec


