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TWO TYPES OF LICENSING

FOR ACCESS

Library licensing agreements are legal
contracts between a library and a publisher
or vendor that defines how the library and its
users can access and use digital content
(e.g., journals or ebooks).

These licenses usually involve payment and
restrict use to authorized users (e.g., students
and faculty) while also detailing authorized
uses for users and the library/institution.

FOR USE

Creative Commons (CC) licenses are
statements that are applied by copyright
holders of a work (e.g., an author).

These licenses offer permissions for how
others can use, share, or modify the work
beyond uses that allowed by copyright
limitations and exceptions (e.q., fair user or
access for people with disabilities).
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COMPONENTS
OF A LIBRARY
LICENSE
AGREEMENT

Parties and Scope: Identifies the contracting parties and the specific

content or collections covered.

Authorized Users: Defines who can access the content (e.g., enrolled
students, faculty, on-site visitors).

Permitted Uses: Outlines allowed activities (e.g., reading, downloading,
interlibrary loan, or course use).

Access and Authentication: Describes how users gain access (e.g., IP
recognition, proxy, or SSO).

Restrictions: specifies prohibited actions (e.g., systematic
downloading, commercial use, data mining).

Fees and Payment Terms: Details subscription costs, renewal terms,
and payment schedule.

Copyright and Ownership: Clarifies that copyright is not transferred.
Termination and Renewal: Explains how and when the agreement can
be ended or renewed.

Governing Law and Liability: Establishes the applicable law and each
party’s responsibilities.
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CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES

Creative Commons (CC) licenses are applied by the creator or copyright
holder of a work to specify how others can use, share, or adapt it.

Copyright Holder N Copyright Holder The Work is N\

Chooses a CC Assigns the CC Distributed with the
License / License CC License
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COMPONENTS OF CC LICENSES

® Aftribution Required (BY): Credit must be given to the
creator/copyright owner.

Commercial Use Not Allowed (NC/NonCommercial):
Only noncommercial use of the work is

@ @ @ permitted. Noncommercial means not primarily

infended for or directed towards commercial
advantage or monetary compensation.

Distributed on Same Terms (SA/ShareAlike): Adaptations
@ @ @ must be shared under the same terms.

Modifying Not Allowed (ND/NoDerivatives):. No

derivatives or adaptations of your work are permitted.

EEE

Remember: CC licenses do not limit or constrain use
allowed under copyright exceptions and limitations.

P
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LICENSES AND FAIR

LIBRARY CREATIVE COMMONS

* Findable * Findable

« Accessible « Accessible
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LICENSES AND FAIR

LIBRARY CREATIVE COMMONS
* Findable * Findable
« Accessible « Accessible

* Interoperable

 Reusable
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