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Widespread citation manipulation has led entire field of math to be excluded from influent
top researchers
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that this is only the tip of the iceberg.

By Richard Van Noorden

e
kThe number of articles being retracted rose sharply this year. Integrity experts say

retracting more than 8,000
paper mill articles
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More than 10,000 research papers
were retracted in 2023 —anew

Over the past year, amid
announcements of thou-
sands of retractions, jour-
nal closures and a major

index delisting several ti-
tles, executives at the troubled publisher Hindawi have at vari-
ous times mentioned a “new retraction process” for investigat-




The consequences

- Contamination of the scholarly literature
- Damaged trust across academic research
- Undermining of public confidence

- Stifling of innovation

 Significant consequences for researchers, institutions, journals and
publishers
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An increasingly proactive approach

Proactive:
Deepening commitment to
prevention
Further closing gaps and
vulnerabilities

Reactive:
Publishing based on trust
and tradition
Minimal identity checks for
authors, reviewers, editors

Susceptible to publication
manipulation at scale
Publishers working in silos
Retraction as a ‘treatment’

Using our systems to identify
suspicious activity

Scanning the horizon for the
next threat

Publishers working together

WILEY
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We're not doing this work alone

Wiley

External
Partners
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Prevention

Screening Solutions
& Education

A cross-publisher
infrastructure

Implementation

Transparent &
Consistent Policy

Best Practices &
Industry Guidance

Action

Investigations &
Outcomes

Stakeholder
Engagement &
Education




Collaboration is Critical

ST

INTEGRITY HUB

« Ashared infrastructure that
supports a collaborative
approach to Rl Screening

« Tools responsive to Rl needs:
Paper Mill checks; Duplicate
Submission

» A space to coordinate industry-
wide guidance and policy

« Sharing expertise

WILEY

UNITED2ACT

|8 PAPER MILLS

Multi-stakeholder collaboration
(publishers, librarians, Rl sleuths,
Editors)

Focus on five key areas,
prevention and awareness at the
core

Fostering collaboration;
recommendations and guidance
will naturally draw in diverse
perspectives

Additional and direct
engagement with Research
Integrity Sleuths

Share what we know about our
investigations and data

Regular dialog, make reporting
easier, and create opportunities
for partnership
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